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Abstract

The research on Reasons and Interests for Occupational and Educational Choices
of Senior High School Students in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya and Neighboring Provinces
aimed at studying factors affecting occupational and higher educational choices of senior
high school students. The data collecting tools used in this research were 1)
questionnaire for quantitative data collection responded by the stratified random
sampling of 300 senior high school students from the total population of 1,500 students
and 2) semi-structure interview for qualitative data collection responded by the
purposive sampling of another 30 senior high school students.The semi-structure
interview was used for in-depth interview on students’ reasons and interests towards
their career and higher education decisions and other relating factors affecting their
decisions including student’s characteristic, socio-economic status, personal attitude
towards different career choices, and career motivation. Methods of analysis used in this
study were descriptive statistics for quantitative data, and content analysis technique for
qualitative data.

The findings of this research revealed that the first ranked career choice of senior
high school students in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya and neighboring provinces was
government officials, followed by self-employed job, state enterprise officer and private
business staff. The first ranked factor affecting student’s career decision was career
security, followed by their self-perceived ability and income/compensation. The highly
influential factors affecting student’s higher education decision were student’s personal
status, friends and senior friends. Factors with medium effect were environment and
institutional image of higher education institute, student’s parents, student’s counselor.
Regarding students’ interests in future career and education, the findings of this research
gained from both the quantitative approach through 300 questionnaires and the
qualitative approach through 30 interview are well aligned.

Keywords: Influential factors, Senior High School Students, Occupational Choices
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